CHAPTER VII

RELIGIONS  OF  THE EARLY ASSAMESE AND
NOTABLE REMAINS

THE subject of religion is a somewhat difficult one
to trace correctly. From old legends it would appear
the earliest religion of the aborigines, namely the
Kacharis, with whom are allied the Kocch, Chutiya
and Moran (Matak) peoples, was animism and a
worship of demons, etc. When Hinduism was intro-
duced is uncertain, but it undoubtedly was in vogue
about 830 A.D., in the reign of one Hajara. Hannay
is of opinion that Kamarupa was one of the earliest
conquests of the Indian Khettri kings about 400 B.C.,
and was then the seat of that primitive form of
Hinduism, or perhaps Buddhism, which existed
previous to the introduction of Brahminical Hinduism
about the middle of the fifteenth century, brought
in by certain Brahmins from the city of Gaur in
Bengal. This took a great hold on the country, even
the Tai (Ahom) conquerors coming over to it in the
early part of the seventeenth century. That Bud-
dhism was introduced is certain, but it is equally
certain it took no very lasting hold on the people
and it was only of comparatively short duration.